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BENWICK PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of Benwick Parish Council meeting on Monday 5th December 2022 at the village hall  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………................    
Present  L Keppel-Spoor (Chairman), A Cade, R Taylor, R Few, R Emmitt, Clerk R Robinson and 

eight members of the public 
 

176/22-23 Apologies for absence Cllrs M Chapman, R Smith and A Miscandlon (FDC)   
177/22-23 Declarations of Interest 

Councillors to declare any interests in respect of any item to be discussed at this 
meeting:- 
a) Cllr Keppel-Spoor declared a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest in item 191/22-23 

 

178/22-23 PUBLIC TIME 
It is getting darker and dog faeces on the pavements are increasing. Especially in Old 
West, Ramsey Rd, High Street and Whittlesey Rd. See agenda item below. 
The Chairman of the Benwick Village Hall Committee (BVHC) offered to talk about his 
report of the last BVHC meeting, which has been circulated to Cllrs by the Clerk. See 
under the agenda item below. 
The village gate on Doddington Rd has snapped off. A sheet was placed over it and 
must have caught the wind. Clerk to report to Highways at CCC and to ask them to 
prevent sheets being placed over the village gates in future. A member of the public 
offered to look at repairing, Clerk to liase with Highways. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 

179/22-23 Confirmation of Minutes 
It was Proposed by Cllr Keppel-Spoor and AGREED to approve and sign the Minutes of 
the Council Meeting held on 22nd November 2022 

 
Agreed 

180/22-23 Matters Arising none  
181/22-23 The Pound  

Cllrs Chapman and Taylor have met with a fabricator and Benwick in Bloom to get 
quotes for gates to the Pound which will incorporate the metal animal cut-outs. Benwick 
in Bloom to pay for this if the Council approves it. Also getting a quote for two panels of 
matching fencing at the Parish Council’s expense. Keep on the agenda to discuss when 
Cllr Chapman is here. Fabricator also looked at the frame on the War Memorial – put 
this on the agenda for next month. 

 
 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 

182/22-23 County & District Councillors Reports none  
183/22-23 Donations  

It was Proposed by Cllr Cade, seconded by Cllr Few and AGREED to make the 
following charitable donations according to our Donation Policy that will benefit the local 
community:- 
£50 to MAGPAS Air Ambulance 
£100 to Benwick in Bloom (Benwick Street Pride Volunteer Group) 
Clerk to write cheques for sending according to the timetable in the donations policy 

 
Agreed 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

184/22-23 Defibrillators  
It was Proposed by Cllr Keppel-Spoor and AGREED to write a cheque for £2,406 this 
evening and send to London Hearts in payment for two defibrillators, unlocked heated 
cabinets and delivery. Cllrs who are providing the electricity for the defibrillators to take 
delivery. Clerk to arrange.  

 
Agreed 
Clerk 
Cllrs Cade 
and Taylor 

185/22-23 LHI bids and traffic calming no bid this year  
186/22-23 Biodiversity & habitat initiatives no progress since last month  
187/22-23 Police Report Clerk is sending our agendas to the Police as they may be able to attend 

a Council meeting at some point. 
Clerk 

188/22-23 Dog fouling  
The dual-purpose litter bin has been installed on Doddington Road. It was Proposed by 
Cllr Keppel-Spoor and AGREED to suggest two possible sites for the second bin to 
FDC – the corner of Ramsey Rd at the top end of the High Street and the opposite side 
of the Old West/ Ramsey Rd junction from the post box. 

 
Agreed 
 
Clerk 

189/22-23 Income & Expenditure 
a) It was Proposed by Cllr Keppel-Spoor and AGREED to approve the following 
accounts for payment:- 

 
Agreed 

 Npower 
 
 
HHA Grounds 
Maint. 

Electricity October DD paid 17/11/2022 (inc. VAT) 
Sub-total pre-authorised by Council and paid during 
November 
November Cemetery (inc. VAT) 
 

£93.49 
 

£93.49 
£365.16 
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R Robinson 
London Hearts 
 

Expenses & salary 
Two defibrillators and cabinets plus delivery 
Subtotal to authorise for payment now 

£619.00 
£2406.00 
£3390.16 

  TOTAL £3483.65  
 b) Clerk’s report on the November Bank Balances and reconciliation statement is at 

appendix 1 
c) It was Proposed by Cllr Keppel-Spoor and AGREED to form a working group of the 
whole Council to consider the budget. Working group will prepare the budget for 
approval at he next ordinary Council meeting in January. Clerk to arrange a zoom 
meeting for Monday 12th December in the evening. 

 
 
Agreed 
 
Clerk 

190/22-23 Planning Clerk to ask Cllr Chapman and Cllr Miscandlon how matters relating to 1 High 
Street are progressing. 

Clerk 

191/22-23 Village Hall Cllr Keppel-Spoor took no part in this agenda item. 
It was Proposed by Cllr Few and AGREED that Cllr Cade by elected Chairman of the 
meeting for this item of the agenda. 
The Chairman of the Benwick Village Hall Committee (BVHC) was invited to speak as 
an expert to inform the Council of the situation. 
Volunteers from the community have come forward to run the Village Hall (VH). They 
had a productive meeting. He is confident that the VH will now thrive. His report on 
issues facing the VH has been circulated to Cllrs by the Clerk. 
The outgoing Treasurer has been in touch and steps are being taken to change the 
signatories on the bank account. 
Financially, income from the school will remain for the next 18 months. Last year that 
was about £4,600. Other income is increasing, last month it was about £400. 
Expenditure is about £7,400 per annum in fixed charges. Work is ongoing to reduce 
many of the costs. Insurance has been reduced from £1800 this year to £900 for next 
year. Insurance inspection cost can be reduced. Overall reductions could be up £3,000 
per annum of costs.  
Plan to work on a marketing program to achieve a minimum of £125 per week which 
would cover costs of £6,000 per annum. His target would be £300 per week which is 15 
hours of hall hire. 
£5,600 in the current account. Checking to see if there is another account. 
He is concerned about longevity of the governance and proposes that the Parish 
Council takes over as sole trustee and gives an indication that we would support the VH 
in principle if needed in transition that would be advantageous in providing a backstop. 
Cllr Cade suggested that a grant for LED lighting could be obtained from local 
windfarms. 
BVHC – we have an electrician coming to look at the solar panels, electricity is not as 
expensive as had been thought. Design of safety lighting is to be on 24 hours a day. 
Clerk to chase ACRE for a quicker response on discussing a consultation in the village. 
BVHC have about 200 signatures on a petition in favour of the VH.  
BVHC have requested a meeting with the headteacher regarding the hours used and 
rates paid by the school and are working to improve the ability to let the hall to other 
groups by rationalising the situation with the school including knowing when they want 
to use the hall more precisely and not allowing them to block off other users and then 
not use the hall. 
It was Proposed by Cllr Cade and AGREED to assist the VH if it gets into financial 
difficulties and that we will start the process of becoming sole trustee of the VH. 
BVHC do not want to become members of ACRE 

 
Agreed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Agreed 

192/22-23 Correspondence Cllr Keppel-Spoor resumed as Chairman 
a) Rural Services Network, Bulletin (email 8/11/2022, 15/11/2022, 22/11/2022, 
29/11/2022, 1/11/2022)  
b) FDC Press releases (email 3/11/2022, 4/11/2022, 14/11/2022, 25/11/2022, 
29/11/2022 x2) Member services (email 7/11/2022, 17/10/2022, 24/11/2022) Precept 
and tax base (email 4/11/2022) Agendas (email 28/11/2022) 
c) CAPALC Special Meeting (email 10/11/2022) Bulletin (email 16/11/2022) Courses 
(email 14/11/2022) 
d) NALC Chief Executive’s Bulletin (email 4/11/2022, 11/11/2022, 25/11/2022) 
Newsletter (email 2/11/2022, 9/11/2022, 16/11/2022, 23/11/2022) Events (email 
29/11/2022) Energy rebate scheme (email 10/11/022) 
e) Highways - TMC Incident Report October (email 2/11/2022)  
f) CAPASP newsletter (email 9/11/2022) warnings (email 3/11/2022) 
g) Greater Cambridge partnership - Consultation (emailed 23/11/2022)  
h) CCC – Cambridgeshire matters (email /9/2022, 31/10/2022) Queen’s Award for 
Library Home Service Volunteers (email 2/11/2022) HAF (email 8/11/2022) Cllr Connor 
(email 19/11/2022) 
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i) Combined authority – Update – (email /10/2022) Renewable fuels consultation (email 
9/11/2022)  
j) ACRE Prosperity fund (email 9/11/2022)  
k) Benwick in Bloom – Pound (email 8/11/2022)  
no comments 

193/22-23 Education/NALC events evening events would suit most Cllrs better and the price of 
£51.69 seems expensive to learn about public consultation 

 

194/22-23 Agenda Items/Next Meeting - Next Parish Council meeting to be Monday 9th January 
2023. Items to be included on agenda should be with the Clerk by Monday 2nd January 
2023 

 

 Meeting ended at 20.20 
 
Appendix 1 
 

 
 
 


